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BETTER THAN A SAVINGS BANK. 

The consecration of the Christian to the service of his 
Master will, if complete, include his property as well as 
his time, his talents and his influence. He will feel that 
he is only a steward of God's bounty, and that he is under 
obligation to use that bounty for the benefit of his fellow 
men. Thousands realize this obligation, and contribute 
liberally to promote the benevolent enterprises of the age. 
Many would regard it a privilege to give not only the whole 
of their income above their present necessities, but the ac- 
cumulations of past years, and would do so but from fear 
that the vicissitudes of fortune, or the infirmities of declin- 
ing years, may render these accumulations necessary for 
their future support. Hence, as they do not like to place 
their property entirely beyond their reach, they retain it 
in their hands, with the trouble and expense of its manage- 
ment ; and finally, being called suddenly away, with no 
time to make their wills, it is left to those who may have no 
need of it. and thus their benevolent wishes are defeated. 

But we have a plan to suggest which will enable such 
persons to do good with their money at once, and at the 
same time provide equally well, if not better, for their 
future needs. The plan is to deposit such sums as they can 
spare from time, to time with the American Peace Society, 
and receive its obligation to pay the interest on the same an- 
nually in the publications of the Society, and the principal 
in money, at such times as it may be called for during the 
lifetime of the depositors, or, if not called for then, to be a 
donation to the Society at their decease. Thus these sums 
will all be within their reach at any time, if needed, and 
if never needed by them, would be made sure to a cause of 
vast importance to the world. 

This plan was not of our own seeking, but was first 
urged upon us by our friends. It began with one in Penn- 
sylvania, who sent us One Thousand Dollars, on the condi- 
tion that we should allow him five per cent, interest during 
his life. We gave the obligation desired ; but to the day of 
his death, he sent us every six months his receipt for the 
interest as a donation to the cause. Another friend, much 
younger, has at different times already deposited Seven 
Hundred Dollars on the condition stated in the preceding 
paragraph, expecting never to call for anything except the 
interest, but having the right to require the principal at 
any time, if he wishes. 

Now, are there not thousands more who will loan to the 
Society such sums as they can spare, on these terms, in- 
stead of making additional investments, which may result 
in their own disadvantage, and that of those who would 
inherit them? Such help will be very opportune now, 
when the Society is making special efforts to extend its 
operations, and the publications to be furnished as interest, 
and which can be sold or given away, will exert a powerful 
influence for good hereafter. We think such deposits will 
he quite safe, as the Society, with a liberal charter from 
the State of Massachusetts, already has permanent funds 
more than sufficient to cover all deposits that it will ever 
consent to receive on the conditions proposed. 

Those who wish to lay up their money where they can 



have it whenever they may want it, and where it will do 
good, if they do not want it, can address Rev. Geo. O. 
Beckwith, No. 40 Winter Street, Boston, Mass., or Bev. 
A. Lord, No. 7 Custom House Place, Chicago, 111. 



MONEY— ITS USE IN PEACE. 

The feeling is general that we may do what we please 
with our money. So we may ; but God will hold us in the 
last day to a strict account for the use we make of it as 
his stewards. Property, like every other talent committed 
to our care, is a sacred and important trust. How many 
good objects can it be made to accomplish 1 It may feed 
the hungry, and clothe the naked ; may heal the sick, and 
relieve the suffering ; may educate the ignorant, and re- 
claim the vicious ; may provide asylums for the insane, the 
blind, and other victims of misfortune ; may cure or pre- 
vent a thousand forms of ill that flesh is heir to ; but, more 
than all, it may send the gospel, God's grand remedy for 
human woes, to millions perishing in ignorance and sin. 

Among so many beneficent uses of your money, it would 
seem as if you could hardly go amiss ; but let us call your 
attention to one which you may have overlooked. Have you 
inquired how much good you might do by contributing 
largely to that cause which seeks to hasten God's promise 
of a day when nations shall learn war no more ? This 
promise, you know well, has never yet been fulfilled ; but 
it can be, must be, will be. Do you ask when? Just 
when the means He has prescribed for the purpose, shall be 
used aright. No Christian can doubt this ; for God has 
promised it in his word as distinctly, as unequivocally, as he 
has the world's conversion to Christianity, or even the sal- 
vation of any penitent believer in Christ. A consumma- 
tion how ineffably important and glorious ! What a jubilee 
would there be in heaven on seeing an end put forever to 
this great sin and scourge of our race in all ages — no more 
War or Preparation for War! 

By what other use of your money, then, can you prevent 
more evil, or sccuro more good ? Christendom is now keep- 
ing under arms from five to seven million warriors, the 
very bone and sinew of their power and prosperity, to sus- 
tain her war-system even in peace, and spending, in one 
way and another, some two thousand million dollars every 
year. What an immense waste of money and moral power I 
Enough, if rightly applied, to carry on the work of evan- 
gelizing half a dozen such worlds as ours. 

Now, we would undervalue none of the popular modes of 
doing good. It is a noble charity to relieve the poor, to 
reform the vicious, or provide for the sufferers from a pesti- 
lence or a conflagration ; but a fraction of the money 
requisite for such purposes, would be likely in the cause of 
peace to save millions from poverty, and hundreds of thou 
sands from widowhood and orphanage, from disease and 
death. A single million of dollars, perhaps half a million 
a year, if. used aright in this cause, might suffice to put a 
stop ere-long to all actual war in Christendom, and an end 
at length to her whole war- system. Can you conceive a 
better use of money ? 
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